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Dear Parent/Carer,

Important Changes to Free School Meals from September 2026

We would like to inform you about important changes to Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility that will come into
effect from September 2026.

Under the new arrangements, all children living in households that receive Universal Credit will be eligible for
Free School Meals. This change means that many more families will now qualify for support.

If you receive Universal Credit, please apply now — even if you have applied previously (prior to 1st June
2026). Applications for free school meals should be submitted through the Manchester City Council website:-
Online FSM Application

To ensure that eligibility is correctly assessed under the new criteria, all parents and carers must apply or reapply
for Free School Meals, even if their child currently receives them. Completing an application will help ensure
that children continue to receive their entitlement and will also enable schools to access any additional funding
available to support pupils.

End of Transitional Protection

Temporary protections which were allowing children to continue receiving Free School Meals without
rechecking eligibility will end at the close of the 2025-2026 academic year. From September 2026:

e Eligibility will be re-checked each June/July.

e All families must meet the current eligibility criteria to continue receiving Free School Meals.

What do you need to do?
Even if your income has increased since your last application, your child may still qualify under the new system.
If you have not applied since 1 June 2026, please do so now to ensure that your child continues to receive

free meals.

The school will be notified once eligibility is confirmed. Submitting an application does not mean meals will start
immediately.

We encourage all families who receive Universal Credit to apply as soon as possible. If you need support with
completing your application, please contact school who will be happy to assist you through the process.

Yours sincerely,

Mr J. Eldon, Executive Principal North
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https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims

